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Improving the lives of others was always a priority for Mary Kay
Ash, the founder of the international corporation that bears her
name. Nearly two decades after her death, the vision of this
pioneering business woman continues to have a positive impact on
families from across the country. As part of National Domestic
Violence Awareness Month, the May Kay Foundation recently
selected SAFE Harbor as the recipient of a $20,000 shelter grant.
Since its inception 20 years ago, the Foundation has invested $38.6
million in its shelter grant program.
“Mary Kay had a concern for others and left an amazing legacy
through her foundation,” said SAFE Harbor Executive Director
DeeAnn Richardson. “We are honored to have been selected as a Mary Kay Consultant Launa Benson presents SAFE Harbor Executive Director
recipient of this amazing gift.”
DeeAnn Richardson with a $20,000 check from the Mary Kay Foundation.
The funds are provided on an unrestricted basis, meaning organizations can apply them wherever they are needed
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often made the difference between keeping the doors open and closed, helping maintain a critical service or providing
a life-saving safe place for a family in need. To apply for the funding, shelters partner with a local Mary Kay consultant
in submitting a proposal.
“We were able to work with Launa Benson, who has been a Mary Kay consultant for many years,” explained
Richardson. “She was so supportive and just as excited as we were to have SAFE Harbor selected for this award.”
Each year, the Mary Kay Foundation awards a grant to at least one domestic violence shelter in every state. SAFE
Harbor was Montana’s only recipient this year. Any remaining funds are distributed based on state population. Grant
applications are reviewed by the MKF Domestic Violence Shelter Committee, which makes recommendations to the
TMKF Board of Directors. After reviewing these recommendations, the Foundation’s Board of Directors selects the
final grant awardees. This year, the Foundation awarded $20,000 grants to more than 150 women’s shelters across the
United States for a total of $3 million.
“This grant will allow us to continue providing high quality services to our clients and is really recognition of the
high level of support that SAFE Harbor receives from the entire community,” Richardson added.

November 15th, 2016
Salish Kootenai College

Spirit of Many Colors Advisor & Salish Kootenai College staff James
Steele, SAFE Harbor advocate Kayla Ridgely & Selma to Stonewall
director Marilyn Bennett, a resident of Helena, Montana.

Uncovering the human experience is at the heart of the work being carried out
by film director Marilyn Bennett. From her Life Stories Program to her latest
work, the film Selma to Stonewall, the Montana resident is always seeking to
better understand society and the choices people make. At a recent screening of
her film on the campus at Salish Kootenai College, Bennett explained her work
and the history behind the movie. Her documentary is a glimpse into the civil
rights movement as it connects between the historic episodes that occurred in
Selma during the 1950’s and 60’s and the eventual protests that occurred at the
Stonewall Inn. Considered to be the site of one of the most important events in
the civil rights movement for the LGBT population, the riots at Stonewall in
New York City in 1969 continue to inspire. Through her narration and interviews
contained in the documentary, Bennett showed the ways in which these efforts
have similar stories. The screening of her film was sponsored by SKC’s Spirit
of Many Colors Club, SAFE Harbor and the Flathead Human Rights Coalition.
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Collaborating for Community Change
Working together is one of those SKC staff & CCR Team members Laura Krahn
concepts that people wish they and Al Andersen at recent training.
had more of in their life. In some
cases, the ability to partner comes
naturally and that has certainly
been the case with the ongoing
collaboration that has developed
between Salish Kootenai College
and SAFE Harbor. Most recently,
over the last year, the two have
been working together on issues
November 2016
dealing with building an internal
campus community response team, as well as best practices for using the
latest bystander interventions and other preventive strategies. Although the
two have partnered on many programs in the past, this one is particularly
important because of the long-term impact it can have on the community.
“SKC’s Center for Prevention and Wellness has support from the Office
on Violence Against Women to develop internal processes, provide direct
training to staff and students and to partner with outside agencies,” said
SAFE Harbor staff member Dana Grant. Grant has had the chance to travel
to a series of technical training sessions as part of the overall team.
“The trainings have been insightful and offered great guidance to our
local team,” he said. “I’m very excited about what is taking place at the
college and the new initiatives that will be introduced this year.”
Moving forward the group will be offering bystander training to all SKC
students, providing education on Title IX and the Cleary Act and helping
the campus adapt its policies and protocols for greater levels of compliance.

SAFE Harbor Expands Its Services
Violence is a challenge across all of humanity. Today, estimates of the
cost to American society because of domestic violence runs in the billions
of dollars each year. Avenues for change with domestic violence include
increased access to legal support services and counseling for victims and
family members. SAFE Harbor recently received a Legal Assistance
Grant from the Office on Violence Against Women which will allow it to
expand its legal offerings, including the addition of another lawyer.
“This is one of our greatest needs,” explained SAFE Harbor Executive
Director DeeAnn Richardson. “Legal assistance can be so beneficial.”
Along with this addition, SAFE Harbor was also awarded a Rural
Program Grant to support prevention, education and counseling activities.
Counseling services continue to be an essential part of the overall healing
process. A counselor’s approach might be different with each client
involved in domestic violence and is tailored to his or her experiences and
symptoms. Survivors of violence may be out of their abusive relationship
but sill experience lingering effects of trauma, such as nightmares or
flashbacks. For some people, they are not able to even address the
emotional side of what occurred till months or years after the abuse.
“We have experienced, gifted counselors who work with the clients,”
Richardson said. “Services are free and open to all victims after review.”
Currently, SAFE Harbor provides individual counseling sessions with
several local therapists after a client goes through a screening with
program staff. Information on accessing these services can be found by
calling 676-9242 or 676-0800. In addition, SAFE Harbor also hosts a
weekly Women’s Group which has an accompanying Children’s Group.
Groups meet at the same venue in separate rooms and a meal is provided.
All services are confidential and provided in a safe, secure location.

VOL. 6 ISSUE 3

SAFE HARBOR’S
12th ANNUAL ART AUCTION & GALA
October 22nd, 2016
Musician Nathan
Eyre shares his
talent with the
crowd.

October 22nd, 2016

Some of the
great auction items
from the community.

October 22nd, 2016
Juanita
Small
Salmon
makes
magic with
her
amazing
artwork.

Carl Rohr’s original quilt designs
are always a highlight.

October 22nd, 2016

FALL 2016

INTROSPECTION

VOL. 6 ISSUE 3

October19th,2016

October19th,2016

2016 Community Honorees: Juanita Small Salmon, Olivia Olsen,
Traudle Stockstad, Kellie Caldbeck and Jera Stewart.

Family Time: SAFE Harbor Community Honoree Dr. Jera
Stewart who heads Tribal Behavioral Health with her
sister Joan Sharp and their mother, Naett Sharp.

October19th,2016

They are those people who help to make the world a better
place for others. They are the heroes. They are often too
humble to recognize their own greatness. As part of National
Domestic Violence Awareness Month in October, SAFE
Harbor makes sure these super stars get the recognition they
deserve. The 2016 Community Honorees included Juanita
Small Salmon, Olivia Olsen, Traudle Stockstad, Kellie
Caldbeck and Jera Stewart. Each honoree was nominated by
someone from the community for their work on behalf of
others dealing with issues related to violence. At a luncheon,
the group received their award and had the chance to hear
their nomination. All winners distinguished themselves as
being allies for victims dealing with the dynamics of violence,
whether through direct services, education or prevention.

Team: 2016 Community Honoree Kellie Caldbeck & her crew
from the SKC Center For Prevention and Wellness-Alana
Bahae, Brandy Couture, Natalie Malatare & Lesli Anderson.

SAFE Harbor Seeks Solutions Through Outreach Activities
Challenges can be found across the country in regards to changing
people’s perspective about rape and sexual assault. Earlier this year a
case involving a Stanford student grabbed national headlines for the way
the perpetrator was treated by the justice system. People were outraged
and shocked at the lenient sentencing of a person who had literally been
pulled off the victim. More recently and here in Montana, a judge gave a
convicted father a very short sentence for admittedly raping his 12-year
old daughter. Confronting these community issues is part of SAFE
Harbor’s prevention and education mission. Awareness of rape culture
can move men toward empathy and understanding. It brings fresh
perspective and the realization that society can no longer deny how male
behavior dictates female lives. Men can go anywhere, anytime, and can
drink or do anything, largely unencumbered by the threat of male sexual
violence. The same is not true for women, who avoid certain areas at
night, travel in groups and are perpetually aware of their behavior and
surroundings. Through ongoing outreach and interaction, SAFE Harbor
is working to help the community better understand these dynamics and
the ways that a person can be part of the change. Normalization of male
sexual violence and victim blaming impede justice and prevent victims
from seeking assistance. SAFE Harbor staff have a variety of programs
and training activities that are free of charge, interactive and open to
people of all ages. For informantion or to schedule an event, call 676-9242.

Friends of SAFE Harbor
SAFE Harbor is better able to provide a high level of service to the community because of
its many friends. Below are some allies who have gone beyond the call of duty.

THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO HELPS US IN OUR WORK!

VFW Auxiliary 5652 members present SAFE Harbor
Executive Director DeeAnn Richardson with a $100
for “working for the good of the community”.

Whitefish Soroptimist
VFW Women’s Auxiliary
Montana Justice Foundation
Pablo Christian Church
Polson Community Church

Sample Foundation
Mary Kay Foundation
Faith Lutheran Church
Total Home
Rosman Family

Salvation Army
The Country Store
Access Montana
Valley Journal
Preston Family

Time
for Goodbyes. And Hellos. And Thank You.
Every strong non-profit has a solid board of directors to help it carry out its work. Over the years, SAFE
Harbor has had the chance to work with some very amazing and talented community members who have
voluntarily served on the board of directors. Recently, one of those hard working individuals, Shawna Croft
of Montana West Gallery, resigned from the board after more than 5 years of service. She was a real asset and
often enlisted the support of her family. As Shawna moves on to new ventures, SAFE Harbor welcomes
retiring staff member Vickie Radford to the board. She will be serving with Melea Bird, Misty Doss, Mary
Bennet, LeighAnn Courville, Traudle Stockstad, Jeannine Kohl, James Kiser and President Judith Bromley.

YES!

Circus is coming June 24th, 2017

Would you like to help? Seeking Sponsors, Carnival Booth Hosts & Volunteers Call 676-0800

SAFE Harbor
P.O. Box 497
Ronan, Montana 59864

