
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  
 

 

 
 

Community friends provided the 

goods for the dessert auction. 
Artist-in-Residence  
Olivia Olsen 

Artist-in-Residence  
Juanita Small Salmon 

Dedicated 

volunteers 
Allison 

Grant and 

Addie Paul. 

SAFE Harbor staff Hilly 

McGahan & Jacqueline 
McElderry strike a pose.  

October 17th, 2015 

 
L-R: Polson Chamber of Commerce President Louis  Cross, SAFE 

Harbor staff Dana Grant, SAFE Harbor Executive Director DeeAnn 

Richardson and Polson Chamber Board member Rob Turner.  

It was a night for the record book. With a “beyond” 
full house, an outstanding variety of fantastic auction 
items, scrumptious culinary pleasures and an evocative, 
inviting atmosphere, SAFE Harbor’s 2015 Passport to 
the Future Art Auction and Gala was a success at every 
level. Once again, Jason Klinkenbeard and Rivers West 
Auctions volunteered their phenomenal services to the 
program. SAFE Harbor Board President Cheri Houle 
and Director Misty Doss created a masterful Italian 
meal that satisfied even the most particular palates. 
Hilly McGahan, the SAFE Harbor Staff Lawyer shared 
an essential message with the attendees on the need for 
and array of legal services currently available. Along 
with the phenomenal décor, courtesy of Allison Grant 
and St. Char-Ro Floral, the venue was elevated by the 
mouthwatering display of opulent desserts provided by 
wonderful friends from the community. Adding 
another element of suspense was the planned power 
outage at 11:00 p.m. To meet this special and 
challenging Cinderellaesque inspired curfew required a 
certain amount of logistical plotting and a huge order 
of luck. Fortunately, both the plan and good fortune 
aligned in a way that enabled all parties to get home 
before the lights went out. Another annual tradition is 
the presence of generous, local artists Olivia Olsen and 
Juanita Small Salmon. These two gracious ladies 
provide interactive excitement with the on-site creation 
of original artwork. The evening also included a 
Passport Live Auction ticket raffle which allowed the 
wining recipient to select any auction item they chose.  
According to SAFE Harbor Executive Director, 
DeeAnn Richardson, “It was our highest grossing years 
ever-with nearly $50,000 raised, thanks to our loyal 
sponsors, truly hardworking volunteers, supportive 
businesses and a great group of artists and donors. We 
couldn’t have done it without everyone’s support!” 

November 13th, 2015 

SAFE Harbor Named 2015 

Non-Profit of the Year 
With a Back to The Future theme, the Polson Chamber of 
Commerce held their Annual Banquet at the KwaTaqNuk 
Resort on October 13

th
. The lively festivities included a 

scrumptious buffet, local wines and beer, a colorful 
signature drink and displays of historic photos from the 
area. An original video, highlighting Polson landmarks and 
community members with the music Small Town, made by 
David King was shown. Each year the group also takes 
nominations and conducts a public vote for a series of 
awards that recognize local businesses, individuals and other 
agencies for their work in the community. During the 
ceremony, SAFE Harbor was announced the 2015 Non-
Profit of the Year. It was a night of laughter, emotional 
highs and grand camaraderie. Thanks for all the support! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

October 14th, 2015 

Childhood experiences, including exposure to violence, really can influence the rest of one’s life. Findings from 

the original Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE’s) Study conducted over a decade with a group of more than 17,000 in 

the late 1990’s, demonstrated that specific risk factors from childhood have a direct link to causing adult illness, death and 

overall poor quality of life. In the original study, 15.2% of women and 9.2% of men reported having 4 or more ACE’s. 

Based on all data sources reviewed and considering the population within Lake County, it is clear that between 25-30% of 

area youth, both male and female have four or more ACE’s. Nationally, only one in eight adults has four or more ACE’s. 

The main ACE areas now include: physical abuse, verbal abuse, sexual abuse, physical neglect, emotional neglect, drug 

use by a family member, poverty, unplanned pregnancy, parental separation, parent or sibling death, battered parent, 

alcoholic parent, criminal behavior by a parent and being educationally at-risk.  

A recent study of a cross sectional group from five states was completed in 2010 and found that 59.4% of 

respondents reported having at least one ACE and 8.7% reported five or more ACE’s.  As shown from the last national 

study, less than 9% of those responding reported having 5 or more ACES. Confirmation of the local data review was in 

part established with findings in a recent study that found Montana and Oklahoma have the highest rate of children with 

three or more ACE’s at 17%.  This was based on parents reporting the ACE’s for the children. The outcomes from these 

studies are significant in comparison to the information that clearly shows a high percentage of youth from Lake County 

experiencing this level of ACE’s. This data is important because it demonstrates the high needs for support services to not 

only primary victims of domestic violence, but also their children. It also underscores why domestic violence is not just an 

issue between two adults. SAFE Harbor provides a children’s’ group and counseling call 676-9242 for more information.  

 

Honorees included: activist Eleanor Vizcarra, Ronan Police 
Officer James Garcia, CSKT Prosecutor Kelly McDonald, 
Lake County Sheriff’s Office Detective and Coroner Rick 

Lenz, Lake County Detention Officer John Todd, and 
PEACE founder Bonnie Klein. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

In recognition of National Domestic Violence Awareness Month, SAFE Harbor formally honored a group of local 
citizens who have made a difference in the community by demonstrating exemplary professionalism and 
commitment to those impacted by violence. Annually, SAFE Harbor seeks nominees from the community of 
individuals who have stepped forth to help break the cycle of violence. This year’s group included a cross section 
of community agencies, experiences and skills. For her outstanding service to numerous programs, Vizcarra was 
selected to be a 2015 Community Honoree. She was a founder and has been a Co-Chair for the Women 4 
Wellness Annual Health Fair since 2009; she spearheaded a local Meth Awareness & Prevention Project and has 
served with the Friends of Reservation Parks and Trails for Families.  Officer Lenz has demonstrated a level of 
professional dedication and personal compassion for victims and families navigating the criminal justice system 
that is inspiring. He is known for his high level of commitment to each client and takes the time to always listen.  
Klein was selected based on work in establishing and serving as the Executive Director for non-profit, PEACE 
(Prevention and Education of Abuse in Christian Environments). Officer Todd has shown a deep awareness of 
victim trauma through his work.  In his service, Officer Garcia has taken extra time to find out all he can about 
resources  and legal options for victims.  Prosecutor McDonald has established a record of advocacy for victims, 
showing “tenacity, passion and profound understanding of the real face of domestic violence”.   

              James Garcia &    
                Jolene Schmitz. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   

 
 
It is with the support of many from across 

the community that SAFE Harbor is able to 

find success while serving clients. Following 

is a list of those showing extra dedication: 
 

 
 
 

 

 

SAFE Harbor staff and board of directors carried off their own high-wire performance in June, hosting a circus 
and carnival to help generate funds for the agency’s legal services. With a large group of volunteers and booth 
hosts from across the community, the event raised essential funds and was a popular family day with more than 
500 participants.  One unforgettable aspect of the day was that the temperatures rose to a blistering 102 degrees. 

 Partner agency, RSVP volunteers, Joe and Marilyn Forte.  

Long-time 
SAFE 

Harbor 
volunteer 

Phil Grant 

One of the many 
youth enjoying the 

carnival. 

 June 27th, 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ushering in the holiday season, windows along 
Main St. in Ronan became canvas for the 
artistic vision of a group of hardworking Ronan 
High students who shared their talents to paint 
the town festive. Big thank you to all of them! 

SAFE Harbor Office Adorned 
 

 

SAFE Harbor is fortunate to 
have a supportive circle of 
friends, businesses and other 
agencies from around the 
area that provide assistance. 
To maintain its ongoing 
services and best meet client 
needs requires the staff to 
conduct ongoing fundraising 
and with the Paypal option 
on the SAFE Harbor web 
page, it is easier than ever to 
make a contribution.  Your 
support is truly appreciated!  
 

Go to: 

www.safeharbormt.org  
 

Click on the Donate Button 

and follow the directions.  
 

Thanks for all you do!!! 

 

Domestic Violence Legislation-the Big Picture 

August, 2015 

November 20th, 2015 

The Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) was the first major law to help 
government agencies and victim advocates work together to fight domestic 
violence, sexual assault, and other types of violence against women passed in 
1994. It created new punishments for certain crimes and started programs to 
prevent violence and help victims. Over the years, the law has been expanded 
to provide more programs and services. Currently, some included items are: 
violence prevention programs in communities, protection for victims who are 
evicted from their homes because of events related to domestic violence or 
stalking, funding for victim assistance services like rape crisis centers and 
hotlines, programs to meet the needs of immigrant women and women of 
different races or ethnicities, programs and services for victims with 
disabilities, legal aid for survivors of violence and services for children and 
teens. The Family Violence Prevention and Services Act (FVPSA) provides 
the main federal funding to help victims of domestic violence and their 
dependents (such as children) was initially passed in 1984. Programs funded 
through FVPSA provide shelter and related help.  They also offer violence 
prevention activities and try to improve how service agencies work together 
in communities. FVPSA has the following major areas: formula grants to 
help states, territories, and tribes create and support programs that work to 
help victims and prevent family violence, the National Domestic Violence 
Hotline and the Domestic Violence Prevention Enhancements and Leadership 
Through Alliances (DELTA) Program that promotes capacity building.  
 

Gifts come in all shapes to the doors of SAFE 
Harbor, as shown with staff member Vickie 
Radford busy exploring the world of best practices 
for  repackaging a donated vat of liquid soap that 
was then shared with the community. “It was a 
squeaky clean project for all”, she said with a grin. 

http://www.safeharbormt.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

www.safeharbormt.org 

SAFE Harbor 

P.O. Box 497 

Ronan, Montana 59864 

 

  

Board member Judith Bromley, Executive Director  
DeeAnn Richardson and her sister, Blue serve up some 

food and fun as part of Super One’s benefit. 

DeeAnn Richardson & 
Miss Montana USA 
Tahnee Peppenger 
working together at 

Super 1. 

August, 2015 

 

 

 

K.O. Auto owner James 
Krell presents DeeAnn 
with money raised by a 
bike raffle his business 

sponsored. 

 

November 11th, 

2015 

Mission Valley Live Director 
Trisha Campbell & DeeAnn at 
the Chinook Winds Concert, 

Ronan Performing Arts Center in 

 SAFE Harbor Super Hero-She’s Here, There, & Everywhere With A Smile 

In this day and age, many people have seen a movie in which an expert witness comes forth to testify about forensic 
evidence related to a sexual assault. Behind the scenes, in the real world, a select group of individuals work with 
victims to help document the assault and prepare forensic evidence that might support future prosecution. Sexual 
Assault Nurse Examiners (SANE) are registered nurses who have completed specialised education and clinical 
preparation in the medical forensic care of the patient who has experienced sexual assault or abuse. A SANE can offer 
a comprehensive medical forensic examination which is composed of the medical forensic history, a detailed physical 
and emotional assessment, written/electronic and photographic documentation and collection and management of 
resources. Currently, SANE services are limited in the local area because of costs and demand. Victims needing the 
service often have to be transported to Missoula to see a SANE. This is a challenge for all. SAFE Harbor staff, in 
collaboration with partner agencies is exploring ways to create a more comprehensive SANE network of service for 
the region that will better meet the needs of victims while making the best use of resources in a cost effective manner.  

Summer 2015 

August, 2015 

 

 

Building relationships, networking with other professionals, mentoring emerging leaders, offering assistance, 
supporting partner agencies, attending planning sessions, working with clients, managing staff, securing financial 
contributions, providing information, delivering educational programming and staying active across the community 
are just some of the many ongoing job responsibilities for SAFE Harbor Executive Director DeeAnn Richardson.   

 


